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Growing up on a small dairy farm in Leon (Spain) doing all the work that farmers do every day has shaped 

my veterinary career to study practical solutions to the daily struggles on the farm. After graduating from 

veterinary school at Las Palmas de Gran Canaria (Spain) in 1996, I went on to manage the largest dairy in 

Europe at the time (Tasute Ganadera, S.A. in Zaragoza, Spain) for 3 years gaining invaluable experience in 

the management of large dairy farms, personnel and data. The amount of data collected by the different 

technologies on the farm allowed data-driven management and economic decisions that maximized herd 

health, animal wellbeing and economic sustainability. 

In the year 2000 I moved to the USA to complete a residency in Food Animal Reproduction and Herd 

Health at UC Davis, CA, where I also completed a Masters in Preventive Veterinary Medicine (MPVM) in 

2002. I went on to receive my PhD in Epidemiology from Colorado State University in 2007. During this 

time, I achieved Diplomate status of the American College of Preventive Veterinary Medicine (ACVPM). I 

joined Oregon State University as Assistant Professor in Rural Veterinary Practice and Extension 

Veterinarian for the state of Oregon in 2006. I was also adjunct professor at College of Public Health and 

Human Sciences teaching food animal production practices, especially those implicated in organic 

production.  

In 2013 I left academia to move onto industry working for Merck, Inc. (also known as MSD internationally), 

where I was Global Director for Dairy & Udder Health. My passion to work with biosensors led me to work 

for Afimilk (Israel) as Application Manager for the Americas in 2014, and later to work full-time with my 

veterinary consulting company, Athyr Vet, LLC, which I created in 2011. A small tidbit about the name of 

the company: Athyr is the name of the Egyptian goddess of the morning, while my name, Aurora, is the 

name of the Latin goddess of the morning…additionally, the effigy of the goddess Athyr is the body of a 

woman with the head of a cow, which kind of made it just the perfect name for my company!  

During my 12 years in academia, I taught field service rural veterinary practice to senior veterinary 

students, as well as lectures, labs and specialty club activities in pre-clinical years always related to 

epidemiology, food animal health, disease detection and management. During this time, I actively 

directed, managed and published multiple applied projects conducted at commercial dairy farms, often 

training veterinary students on proper study design, data analysis and report. Most of these projects are 

related to reproduction and herd health in dairy cattle and have been presented at international 

conferences and congresses, as well as published in peer-reviewed journals and minor projects have been 

disseminated via magazines focused on dairy farmers. While at OSU I was also adjunct professor at College 

of Public Health and Human Sciences to teach food animal production practices, especially those 

implicated in organic production and their effect on the animals’ lives as we encounter in clinical practice. 

Most of my days now are spent working over the internet all around the world, focusing on the practical 

use of biosensors on dairy farms to translate objective data that is consistently collected into information 

to improve to help manage dairy farms. Specifically, I help dairy farms monitor daily time-sensitive work 

such as correctly finding sick cows early in the disease process (subclinical disease), as well as correctly 

identifying cows that are in estrus, focusing on eliminating false positives and false negatives. I also help 

them make data-driven management decisions tailored to their farm, using customized algorithms to 

improve herd health and animal welfare through diagnostic specificity and evidence-based treatment 



protocols. I’ve expanded the depth and breadth of my veterinary knowledge with several modalities of 

Traditional Chinese Veterinary Medicine since 2012 to enhance my insight into subclinical problems that 

may be affecting animal health and wellbeing. 

My passion is to help dairy personnel and consultants maximize objectivity, consistency and sensitivity for 

herd health management using biotechnology.  

 


